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And Jeſus increaſed in wiſdom and 
ſtature, and favour with God 


oy and man.. ; 
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Author and Finiſher of our 
Faith, we are not only obli- 
ged to believe the Goſpel he 
publiſhed ; but alſo (as far at 
eaſt as the Infirſlity of our 
weak and mortal State will 
i ſuffer us) to follow his Ex- 
„a ample... The other: three E- 
vangeliſts are ſilent in almoſt every thing relating 
to the firſt part of our Saviour's Life; the only 
light we can have, as to his Actions and Behaviour 
then, muſt be borrowed from St. Luke - And this 
Chapter, more eſpecially, furniſhes us with every 
Circumſtance that the Holy Penmen thought fit or 
neceſſary to be known by us, from his firſt appear- 
ance 
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Chap. ii. 


and Circumciſion, to the Twelfth Year of his Age. 


The Child Jeſus the great 


"ance in the Fleſh, to his entrance upon his Miniſte- 


rial Office: Our Evangeliſt hath not recorded any 
thing that was faid or done by him, from his Birth. 


He only ſays, That : he Child grew, and waxed flrong. 
in Spirit, filled with Wiſdom, and the grace of God 


7995 p91 him Indeed; within that tithe, his being 


loſt by his Parents, and at laſt found of them in the 


Temple, ſitting in the midi of the Doctors, hearing 


them, and aſking them Queſtions, are juſt mentioned 
by St. Luke, but omitted by all the reft of the Evan- 


liſts. But ſome are willing to be Wiſe,abeve what 


is written, and have therefore advaticed- A. Sett of 


fooliſh and very ridiculous Actions, in a Bock called 


Evangelium Infantie, as done by our Saviour in 


his Minority; of which (to ſay nothing of other 


more ancient Writers) probably we ſhou'd have 
heard ſomething from, Eraſmus, if he had either 


known or believed there was any ſuch Book extant iii 


his Time, or at leaſt had given any Credit to the fabu- 


lous Narrations ini « eſpe tally when he co mp ofed an 


Oration + on the Child Feſius at the firſt opening of 


St. Pauls Sghool, to whom it was Dedicated, by the 


Perſuaſion of that great Reftorer of Learning. 


The Pious Coller, that he might always ſet before 


the Eyes of his Scholars, this grand Exemplar of all 


Vertues, had the Child Fefis ſet up in the School, 
and as proceeding from the Father, rheſe Words, 
Ipfum Audite, || Hear. Him. We are to make Al- 


lowance for ſuch Things as thefe, . cho Tomiewhat 
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Evang. Infantiæ ſervatoris Jeſu Chriſti, Atab. Lat. Traj. ad 
'Rhenum; 1697. 8 vo. . e ee FI eee 
+ Eraſmi Epiſt. 1710. Edit. dl. 


ſavour- 


Eraſm. Epiſt. p. 1704. 


Exenplar. of. Tan h. 


q not Then, xecoyered from thoſe. Ulages to 
which it had been ſo. 1015 addicted, tho a. 0 
mation was then dawning upon This, and ſome of 
our Ne 1 Nations; and tho both Eraſruus 

and Colt died in the Communion of t Churc of 
Rome, yet both the one and the other h 


19 zve, in t 
excellent Writings, 12 upon Record Thing; - 
the moſt ſound Proke! 


which hath ſo near pr IEA to the F oundation of 
that School Fe. are met eng to ay. 8 OD 
we once had fo early. a Benefit of. 


this Old Dedication to be almoſt forgot, or at leaſt 
not made uſe of, in our Time 3 yet I ſhall endea- 
vour, in the ſequel of this Diſcourſe, to ſhow, that 
there are ſome excellent Leſſons to be learnt from 
it. 
But before I enter upon what I chiefly Selen 
ive me leave as a Debt due to the great Apoſtle of 
e Day to mention how much *reaſon we 
Ra to- kes 800 for his wonderful Converſion to 
the Chriſtian Faith, by which Means the Goſpel 
ran and was glorified, and there were daily * 
to the Church ſuch as ſoould be ſaved. The Eulogies 
which we find of him in the Writings of the An- 
cient Fathers *, ſeem almoſt extravagant, and exceed 
what can fairly be ſaid of a meer Man, So hard is 
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* Chryſoſt. Hom. in D. Paulum, _ | 
Eleclionis vas, Tuba Evangelii, Rugitus Leonis noftri, 2 Dre Gebe 
fumenEloquentie, Chriſtiane, Ne. Dicixur apud. B. Hierom ad Pammach. 
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An of Superſtition wg an chat che x ord” 


Fall not th 5 f nes . r h =. 
I ſhall not then ma pol 
upon theſe Words, Mie ANF 10 15 Us 100 = 1a cel 


ho its 
Vicinity to this glorious Wie, dete to the Me- 
mory of the great you St. Paul, has cauſed | 
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8 The Child Jeſus the great 
it to keep from the extreams of over- rating Things 
: or Perſons (tho never ſo good) we have reaſon to 
4 value and eſteem. But next to the Bleſſed Jeſus, 
(who was Gop as well as Man) more may juſtly 
be ſaid of our Apoſtle, - than of any other Perſon 
ſince the Chriſtian Religion has been planted in 
the World ; for, what great Things did he do? 


— —— 
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; What grievous Things did he ſuffer for the ſake 
| a2Cor.11-of his Maſter? He was in Labours more abundant 
1 23. | than'the Teft of the Apoſtles, and the ſound of the 


Goſpel went out at the expence of his Perils, by 
Land and by Water, into all Nations. -One of the 


0 
— r 


| Fathers tells us, that St, Paul having been 1n Spain, 
[- - - after his Releaſe. at Rome, went from one Ocean to 
| another, "imitating the Motion and Courſe of the 
| Sun, of whom it is ſaid, hi going forth is from the 


1 


end of Heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of it; 
and that his diligence in Preaching extended as far 


| as the Earth itſelf. But tho theſe indefinite Ex- 
| preſſions do ſufficiently ſet forth his utmoſt Rapidity 
and Zeal in his Maſter's Service, yet what more 
1 nearly concerns us, the ſame Father, in another 
1 place “, ſays, that St. Paul, after his Impriſonment, 
preached the Goſpel in the Weſtern Parts; by which 
| » the Britiſh Iſlands were eſpecially underſtood. And, 
I think this Matter has been farther illuſtrated by a 
| _ Learned Prelate f of our Church, to a great degree 
| of Probability: Great then is our Glorying on this 
i behalf. But I muſt not launch out any farther ; 
| but ſhall only add, That he made ſufficient Repara. 
; tion after, for what he did before he profeſſed the 


{| St, Hierom. in amolL.c.s...- 
ot Bierom de Script Ecclel” ue ii 
F Biſhop Stillingfleer in his Origines Britannicz, p. 38, 


Chri- 
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Exemplar of Toth. 


Chriſtian Religion. His Zeal to propagate the e Ge- 55 
Ipel being more than a Compenſation for what he 
ated in his Ignorance to diſtreſs: its Votaries, and 


refs its Evidence. Dean Collet had the utmoſt 

Fs to copy after his Illuſtrious Example; and 
—— none in the Age he lived in (if in any) was 
more happy than he in this his Imitation “. And 
as to this Apoſtles Epiſtles, his profound Veneration 
for them, made him not only very converſant in 


them himſelf, but alſo very willing to communicate 


to others thoſe divine Treaſures he found in them; 
for after he had broken up thoſe great Depths, he 
invited all that thirſted to theſe Waters, without 
Money and without Price, having read upon them all, 

gratis, to a numerous Auditory i in this his+Church: 

which was a happy Advantage to that. dark Age 
which preceded the Reformation. But to ee 


1 mall,  Firft, F. rom the Words | have N con- 
acer our Saviour as a Man, and that his increaſe in 
Wiſdom and ae is no en to kin Divine 
Nature. ni 2 „ „ | 


Seconghns . What — * be meant by _ being in 
Javour wre God and nan. I 


| 2 That it ſhou d be the his heſt Taeter 
in all who call themſelves by his Th, to copy 
after his Example. More eſpecially that thoſe who 

are dedicated 1 to the Nady: of Region and Learn- 
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IF PAULUS. ille TUUS, Oc. Balm. Eviſt p. 1719. 
Decanis apud D. Paulum faStus — Ke illus Fraeſſet Collegio cala 
literas ſie deamabat. Ibid, 78. ä — — 
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10 The Child Jeſus tho groat 


ing, ſhou'd give all Diligence, that-they-ihcreaſe- in 
Wiſdom, as well as in Stature; which is the _ 
true way to be in favour with God and man. 


1ſt then, we muſt confider the Words as rehacing- 

to the Human Nature of CHRIST; for in reſpect 
Jam. i.r7, of his Divine Nature there cou'd be 50 variables: | 
or ſhadow of turning, The Scriptures moreover tell 
us; that in him were hid all the Treaſines of Wiſdom 

Col. ii. 3. and Knowledge; as he came out of the - Boſom of the 
Father he knew all Things preſent and future at one 
view: And as to Man He needed not that any ſbou ed 


John ii. Zeftify of him, for he knew what was in man, For he 


Loft. ver. agg & ſearcher! of the Heart, and trier of the Reins 
of 'all Men: But then his Knowledge, as Man, was 
confined to narrower. Bounds ; for ſpeaking of the 

Mark xiii. Day of Judgment, he tells us, that not the Son, hut 

* the Father, knew when it was to be. No doubt 
then, as he had our Nature, with all the Infirmities 
of it, Sin only eucepted; ſo his increaſe in Wiſdom 
and Seuture, was according to the gradual Progreſs 
which was feen in Children like himſelf. We do 
not find in Scripture (what that 1 Book * be- 
forementioned affirms, and gives ſtances of) that 
even in his Swadlin 2-Cloaths he did and-ſpoke won- 
derful Things. On the contrary, the Evangeliſt 
St. John, Chap; it. v1. tells us, This: beginning f 
Miracles, 'Tiv ag989 rv cα, did Feſus in Cane 
77 Galle; 3 it bY 5 than probable, that the Child- 
Hood of our Saviour was ſpent only in a harmleſs 
Innocence. His Parents indeed might expect, in all 
likelihood, that he wou d be a very eminent Perſon ; 


EET 


— „—» a — 
* ” ” 


nA 


mY — 


— * 
Ss . - P — —— — — 


* 


— e Infantiæ, p: 5. 


this 


 Exomplar of Touth. 


this they might gather from his Birth being foretold 
by an Angel; as alſo the wonderful Manner of his 
Conception: But then they were patiently to expect 
the fuller and more evident Manifeſtations of his 


Divine Nature. He was little taken notice of all 


this time, and was hardly known under any other 
Character than that of the Carpenter's Son; at 
which mean Vocation, it is very probable, he 
wrought himſelf, (ſo great was his Humility !) that 
he might ſet Mankind an Example of Diligence and 
Induſtry in their Secular Affairs. Sure we are, that 
he was ſuhject to his Parents, as the Verſe before 
informs us; and that ſo far, that his Mother doth, 
in the 48:h ver. with ſome ſharpneſs, rebuke him; 


Son, why ha# thou thus dealt with us, behold thy Luke ii. 
Father and I have ſought thee ſorrowing. But his “ 


Reply to them inſinuates, That now his Time of 
Subjection was accompliſhed, Viſt ye not that I muſt 


_ my Fathers bufmeſs The Sun of Righte- 


 oufneſs began now to break through its Cloud of 
Obſcurity, and did ſoon appear in the Brighineſs of 
his Father's Glory which cou'd not but evince, that 
he was the expreſs Image f bis Perſon. It is re- 
markable, that we have the very ſame Expreſſion in 
Sams! 92 fmall Type of our Bleſſed Lord) 1 Sam. 
ii. 29. The: Chill grew on, and was in favour both 
with the Lord, and alſo with men. Somewhat pa- 
rallel is that alſo: of Fohn the Baptiſt, Luke i. 80. 
The Child grew and waxed ſtrong in Spirit. Which 
may be enough to convince us, that the Words of 
my Text do only relate to the Human Sdul and 
Body of our Saviour; the former admitting of his 
Increaſe in Maſdom, as the latter doth of growing 
in Senture. It is plain then, that the Viſdam here 

"1 B 2 menti- 


— Mt 3 28 don: 5 


— — "EIT I 7 — 6 ab, " x=00 5.5 x > 4 
OE IEC > ⅛˙ꝗf . ˙ 1 71 


1 


2 


K 


— — 


— 
>= * 


>> * 
S 


. aprnp gn nt 


& 2 4 £4 ied 


— ͤ — — -» © 0>——_— A 2 EO — — 
* 


— 
— 


.. as FT Em 
— i 22 


—— ——_ 


— 
— 


nyo. — — m— z —— 
—_— — — — 2 * 
i — — — 
— >> 


ä——ᷣ—̃— — 


— — —— „ 


— — — — — 
3 


_—_ 


> — z: „ —— — 
. ran —— 
— — —— — wh rs ——— — — — 


32;*ð —— — —— 
122 — ——_— = 
EC OE Oat na 


— — — — —-ͤP 
* —— 2 2 
—_ 4 22 2 
—— 


12 


The Obild Jeſus the great 


mentioned cannot be any other than what we call 
ſo, when aſcrib'd to Men, vis, juſt and regular 
Thoughts of Things, and then making a proper uſe 
of them, as to Time, Place, and other Circumſtances; 
A Word ſpoken in ſeafon, (ſaith the Wiſe- man, Prov: 
xv. 23.) how good is it? And we may add, That 
Actions adjuſted to proper Time and Place, appear 
very beautiful and lovely; but if done at random, 
and without any Scope or Forecaſt, cannot but be 
very aukward and deformed : Becauſe, faith the 
fame Wiſe-man, Fccleſ. iii. 17. There is to every 
purpoſe a time, therefore the Miſery of mar is great 
upon the Earth, Nay, ſo great is his Encomium of 
Wiſdom, that he tells us, that Y/7/dom giveth Life . 
to them that have id. To this purpoſe is that ex- 


cewllent Caution of the Apoſtle; That we take heed 


that our good be not evil ſpoken of, Rom. Riv. 16. 
by doing any thing that may tend towards ſpoiling: 
our very beſt Actions. e. Fe Wen W 
Our Lord had indeed, at proper Times and Oc 
caſions, ſuch extraordinary Emanations of the Di- 
vine Nature which did abundantly teſtify that 
he came from GO PD. But none of theſe pointed 
him out for the Meſſiab with ſo much Evidence as 
his Underſtanding and Anſwers, at ſuch an Age 
which rendred all aſtoniſſted who heard him, that 
one ſo very young ſhiou'd be more than a Match 
for the great Doctors and Rabbi's of that Time. 
Childhood and Youth are Vanity 3 what giddy and 
unthinking Creatures are we, when advanced to no 
higher Stage of Life than that in which the Child 
Feſus came to ſo great a Figure, when he amazed 
the World at his firſt ſetting out in it? But then, 
that he might not dazle the Eyes of Mankind vy 
; ; the 


— of Touthb. 


the'too: great Luſtre of his Actions, theſe extraordi= 


nary Emanations of his Godhead were not too fre- 
quent, but "parcelled- out as the Divine Wiſdom» 
thought moſt proper to the great Ends of Mens Re- 
covery and Salvation. Sure it muſt be very ſurpri- 
ling · to ſee the Child Jeſuus arguing rationally with, 

and confuting ſhamefully thoſe who were accoun- 
ted Men of the greateſt Gravity and Learning. It 
was not poſſible that ſuch a Treaſure of Knowledge: 
and Wiſdom coud be gathered: by diligence and ap- 


Wiſdom,) his tender Years rendring this impoſſible; 
beſides, his Wiſdom being ſuch as no Man coud reſiſt. 


15 


ication of Mind; which is the ordinary Way Men: 
ve:of enriching their Minds with Knowledge and 


or gainſay. Neuen man ſpuke.Tike him, as was after- * vil. 


wards owned by his very Enemies themſelues. That 
thereforg he might not allꝰat once amaze the World 
by ſuch © traordinary Manifeſtations of himſelf, he 
22 in Stature as well as Wiſdom, that 10 by 
a gradual procedure both in the one and the 
other, he might familiarizs himfeif to Mankind, 


and inſinuate his Doctrines into their Minds the 


better. And he was ſoi happy in this Method of his 
that (as the next Words téll ius) it conciliated Fa- 


vour to him with God and men Which is the 


Set 
ing of. 1 2 313 07 2 . 12 7117! . 
More than once an \adibte: Voice from Heiven 


nd Particular I ſhall very briefly ſhew the mean- 


proclakned: him to be Gos beloved Son; and ſure, _ iii, 


as to Mens Favour; it cou'd not be poſlible (unleſs "7 
they were ſunk below the very Brutes) but that 
they ſhou'd be enamour d with ſuch unſpotted Inno- 


cence, and perfect Goodneſs, with one that was holy, Hc Heb, vil. 


barmleſs and * ſeperate from ſmners,. and” 
whoſe 
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+ whoſe inceſſant Endeavours were te promote the 
general Good of Mankind. Sure all chis cou d not 
fail (one wou d think) of at lenſt a candid Recepti- 
on im the World. But, alas! it fell out otherwiſe 
to our Bleſſed Lord; for tho he might be in Fauour 
with the few Good in that degenerate Age, or, at 
his firſt Appearance, ſomewhat of Novelty might 
occaſion ſome ſallies of Affection towards him, from 
none of the beſt Men; yet theſe ſoon wore off: 
Hero (as bad: a Man as he was) yet it is ſaid, that 
he heard the Huntiſt glady, tho ſoon after We find 
what a Favour he had for him, when he put an end 
to his uſeful Life. Our Lord cou d not eſcape the 
' flrife 'of Tongues, but ſuffered the contradiction 4 
Sinners againſt himſelf, and was deſpiſed aud reject- 
ed ef men. Wiſdom, however, was jwſtified of her 
children, and our Saviour had ſingled out, a lit 
Flock, who heard his Voice, and follow 
whereſoever he went. That Tavour then that our 
Lord met with from Men was very ſlender, the 
whole World hing in Wickevefs';s and ſo few being 
then to be found who were Friends to Vertue and 
Goodneſs, eſpecially when it was of fo exalted a 
Nature as to exceed the low attainments of Mortal 
Menz that which ſnhou d have created a praiſeworthy 
Emulation in them, raiſed their Envy and Hatred 
againſt him. And ſurely, As there can be no fel- 
lowſbip between Chriſt and Belial, as Light and Dark- 
neſs are very contrary the one to the other, ſo as he 


3. hn ii. came to reprove the world of Sin, and to deſtroy the 
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works f the devil, what Quarter ebu d he expect 


from wicked Men, who loved Darkneſs rather than 
Light, becaufe their deeds were evil ? And tho he 
—_ vii. was a Light which was to li hte euery man that cometh 
* | ; into 
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into the Nur lu, yet hom fem rejoiced in him? They 


wou d, not know, neither wou d they underſtand, 


but walked on ſtill in darkneſs, all the foundations of 


the Earth being our of courſe. His being then in Fa- 
vour with Men muſt be taken in a limited Senſe; 


tho there is ſomething more tlian ordinary charming 


in tllat Virtue which diſcovers it felf in young Per- 
ſons, the native-Janocence of whoſe Minds, ſets a 
_ Gloſs upon, and embelliſhes all their Actions. 


1 ſhall; therefore, in tlie 30 place, after this bleſ- 
ſed Example, proceed to ſtir up in all of us the 


higheſt Emulation humbly to imitate the Holy 


Child Jeſus. This is a Duty that every one ought - 
to bind upon Himſelf, who pretends-to- be his Diſci- 
ple, but hre eſpeecially it is incumbent upon thoſe 
who are dedicated to the Study of Religion and 
Learning, that they increaſe in Wiſdom, as well as 
Stature, that they may be in favour both with God - 
and Man, What is there that deſerves our Ambition 
more, than'to pleaſe Gop and be in Favour with 
Men? good Men, the beſt of Men? As to others, 


we ought not to think it ſtrange, if thev hate every 
thing . praiſeworthy, or of good report; they that for- 
ſake the Law, praiſe the Wicked, but ſich as keep 
the Law ought to contend with them, and never will 


be ſo unwiſe as to ſacrifice their Virtue and Good. 


neſs, for their good (I ſhou d rather ſay, evil Word,) 
it is too high a Complement to the evil Cuſtoms 


and Faſhions of the World, to make Shipwrack of p 


our Faith, and a good Conſcience, for them. Good 
Men may be contented with the Favour of Gop, 
and the eaſy Reflections of their own Minds; and, 
if there were no future Rewards, (which, bleſſed 


be 25 


Prov. 
xxviii. 4. 


16 The Child Jeſus the great 


be Gop,. we have the utmoſt Evidences of,) yet this 
wou d be enough to engage us in a virtuous Courſe 
Prov. 12. of Life, the righteous Man being, more exgellemt:rhan 
8 Neighbour, and, in ſome meaſure; a Partaker of 
the Divine, and his Virtues-even a faint Tranſeript- 
of the divine Perfections. The Seripture Notion of 
Wiſdom, is Piety and Godneſs, this is then in the 
chief Place to be eſteemed by us all other Know- 
ledge, tho a diſtinguiſhing Ornament e Human 
Nature, is but Dung and Droſs, compared with it, 
and ſerves, very often, to the worſt of Purpoſes, by 
rendring Men, furniſhed with it, more dangerous 
to the Publick: What notorious Inſtruments of Miſ- 
> chief, to Chriſtianity, were Julian, Celfus, Porphyry, 
and others, ho turned their Parts and Learning to 
its Diſſervice? And if Gop, who haue us, 
that the Gates of Hell ſhall never prevail againſt his 
Church, had not diſappointed their Rage and Malice, 
they had, long ere this time, triumphed in the 
Ruine of the Chriſtian Name. But when Religion 
and Learning go hand in hand, how do they adorn 
and ſtrengthen each other? Of this the pious Co- 
lett was aware, in the Inſcription* he ordered to be 
placed over his School, at its firſt Erection, and 
' which is ſtill continued. Shou'd not then ſuch a 
pious Foundation raiſe the Emulation of all the 
Youth, now or hereafter, to be inſtructed in it, that 
they may (and ſure it is the leaſt they ought to do) 
anſwer his excellent Deſign in it, and prove not un- 
worthy Partakers of his Bounty, by being exemplary 
for their Piety, and conſpicuous for their Learning, 


. — 4. — — "Y * — — * 
cschola Calevhhetienis puerorum in Chriſti Optimi Maximi fide & bot 
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chat ſo they may be in favour both with GD and 
Man? The time wou'd fail me if I ſhou'd; enter 


5 upon the ſhorteſt detail of thoſe excellent Men g. 


who, from time to time, have laid the Foundation 
of their Piety and Learning i in this our School; thoſe 
who once made a conſiderable Figure in both Church 
and State ; and thoſe alſo who are living * Orna- 
ments to both, but may hereafter be mentioned with 
more degengy. Theſe ſhou'd fire the growing Youth, 

who ſucceed them in theſe happy Advantages, to do 
ſomething that may augment the future Credit of 
that School which. has proved ſo fruitful a Nurſery 
to the Publick, and thereby increaſe the Catalogue 


of thoſe whom fucceeding mmm ! look 


back upon with admirat ion. 


2 hat LL — 
t Jolin Leland, 1 . 4 
William Tg aer 
Mr. Will. Burton, 


Sir Anthony Denn 
Sir Edward Nee Fr 105 "Caunſe lors Cot 3 VIII. 
Lord Paget, Segretayy 
Thomas Lupſet, Grcel Profifor at If HD Eraſmus's Frimd 
Dr. W. Whitaker, the King s Profeſſor in Divinity pa 
Dr. Meggot, late Dean of Wincheſter. 
Dr. Benjamin Calamy. 
Samuel Pepys, l to the Navy. | 
Sir Ch. Scarborough, that Eminent Phyſician. | 
In Poetry, John Milton. 2 

Kr Thomas. Davis, Lord. Mayor 1677. 
In  Mathematicks, the late Ingenious Mr. R. Cotes, Afronomy- 
Profeſſor in Cambridge, Ge. 


* Mr. Stry es \our oft faithful Hiſtorian. cred 101 ol 
Dr: Balderſton, Maſter of Emanuel-Colege, E 
Cambridge. 


* ; . - i : 


Dy. Bradford, Maſter of Corpus-Chrifti-College, 

Dr. Gregg, Maſter of Clare-Hall, 

Sip 91 Lloyd, Mafter.o Trinity-Hall, 

The preſent Right Honourable the Earls of Mancheſter & Orrery l 

The Right Honourable Sir _— Peers, late * 
ow 
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The Child Jeſus the great” 


How ſhould it grieve any, who are not/abandon'd - 
to Vice, and loſt to Shame, to find themſelyes, by 
their Idleneſs and Ignorance, their Vices M dm 
moralities, a Blemiſh and Diſhonour to that Sch 
which has been fo. productive of ſingularlp. _ 
Perſons in their ſeveral Stations and Employments? 
Some of the greateſt Poſts have been juſt ly —ͤ— 
deſervedly filled by fome: Others have been at the 
Head of Civil Affairs, and their Fame Military 
*Atchievements have ſounded: far and wide 3 ut 
have adorned our Senate-Houſe + by their Wiſdom 
and Eloquenee ;. and to compleat all, our Churetv 
has been happily preſided over by others ||... And can 
we doubt of farther acceſſion to the Fame of St. 


1 Paul s. School, as long as the Aunual Returns of this 


Feſtival preſents to our view. ſo numerous and ſo 
worthy an Aſſembly. May the Increaſe of Such 
be always viſible, and continue fo, as 200%; as Reli- 
gion and Learning are of any Account in the World, 
that there may be a Succeſſion of Men qualified for 
the Service of their Country, in their ſeveral Ca- 
pacities and Relations. 

It is true indeed ſuch Perſons muſt have ſuperior 


Advantages to prepare and form them for future 


Service; but here tlie Foundation is firft laid, 
without which, vain and fruitleſs: wou d have been 1 
all their ſucceediug Care and "ana; 5 for there is 


Pa "I 3 — wo * 

* * His Grace John Duke of Marlborou b. 5 

The Right Honourable the Earl of Forfar, who died Brauely in 
defence of his Country 2 againſt the late Rebels at Dumblain« 


I The Right Honourable Spencer Compton, preſent Speaker of 


the Honourable Houſe of Commons. 


1 The Learned Dr. Cumberland, Biſbop of Peterborough, c. 
$4 e n- 
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ing. mare.obvious to be obſerved, than the un- 
appy.Efe&ts*of being ill grounded in the firſt 

ies of Grammar, that it is ever attended 

it an aukward Proceedure in all ſubſequent 
Learning; an Error in the firſt Concoction not being 
to be corrected in the ſecond. It doth not a little 
redound to the Credit of the neighbouring School, 


that Lil the Arft Maſter thereof, was ſo excellent 
a Grammirian, that by Publick Authority his Gram- 


mar 1s uſed to this Day throughout the Kingdom. 
And we may juſtly affirm, that nothing has more 
promoted the Service of our School to the Publick, 
Jo much as the ſucceſſive Care of ſo many Worthy 
Perſons , in laying the Foundation of Grammar- 


| 
Learnigg ſo very exactly as they have done. Theſe | 
Things tho' ſeemingly Minute, are yet of great | 
Moment : Thoſe ſmall Beginnings of Knowledge | 
which are ſucked in at School, tho' we will not | 
give it ſo high a Title as that of Wiſdom, yet they | 
are neceflary preparatives to it. And tho Youth may | 
not ſo well know what they are doing, when they 
are treaſuring up in their Memories dead Languages, 
which require great Pains and fteady Application, 


2 — 


* Chief Maſters of St. Paul's School. _ | 
William Lilly. T512, | Alexander Gill. 1608 


John Ritwis, 1522, | Dr. Alexander Gill, 1635 
Richard ones. 1532. j John Langley. 1640. 
Thomas Freeman. 1549. Sam. Cromleholme, 1657. 
John Cook. 1539. | Dr. Thomas Gale, 1672. 

William Malym. 1573. John Poſtlethwayt, 1697. 

John Harriſon. 1381. Philip Ayſcough. 1713. 
Richard Mulcaſter. 1596. A 
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yet they ſhall know hereafter, when 
by happy Experience, that they al e et i | 
Means, into all thoſe Treaſures” of the ts 
which are locked up in them: For tho' Tranllations | 
may lupply, in ſome meaſure, the deficieffey, of this 
Knowledge,Fyet the dat isfact ion is more than double, : 
to ſee with our Eyes the native beaytytof an Origi- 
nal. It was this Conſideration that Heveg DriColler, 
even in his advanced Years J, to apply Himſelf to 
the Study of the Gree Tongue, as it did his great 
Friend Eraſinus to that of the Hebrew : But this 
ſeldom is, or can be done, unleſs by ſome ſuch 
great Genius v, and with their equal Reſolution; the 
ordinary and more proper Seaſon to engage in thoſe 
neceſſary Acquirements is in our tefide Tears: 
And thoſe who loſe thoſe early Advantages, = - 
ſeldom or ever hope to retrieve them: And if they 
lay not a good Foundation againſt the time to come, 
will never be of the Number of thoſe St. Paul's 
School will have reaſon to boaſt of, as it will al- 
ways do, of thoſe who go from it, furniſhed with 
theſe happy Inlets to Wiſdom and Knowledge. 
St. Paul ſeems to take a particular Pleaſure, 
when he makes mention of thoſe Churches where 
he firſt laid the Foundation- of Chriſtiamity, and I. 
Phil. iv, 1. Which were his Workmanſhip in Chriſt Feſus - ; 
Gal. iv. 19. Theſe were his Foy and his Crown, There is a lin. #4 
gular Pleaſure to look back upon the Time and 
Place when and where we laid the Foundation of 
being Uſeful and Serviceable 1n the World ; when 
we firſt began to increaſe both in Wiſdom: and 
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And therefore Mela to commemorate 
Adv iges cannot hut be highly uſeful, not 
only ider to furniſh us with an opportunity of 


* 


being kRankful to G'o.D for the Happineſs of a Re- 


ligious Education; but alſo to promote a praiſes 
orthy Emulation in thoſe who are under the ſame 
es we once enjoyed, (which ſure 
they cannot bs Without) when they behold the 


Honours and Advances that thoſe who once had 


the ſame humble beginning as themſelves are arri- 


ved to; they cannot then but hope, that they, fol- 
lowing their Virtue and Induſtry may attain here- 


after to a competent {hare of Honour and Eſteem in 
the World. Such Reflections as. theſe muſt natu- 
rally tend to make them ſedulous in the proſecution 
ir Studies, when they have before their Eyes 


ſo many Patterns to copy after; eſpecially ſince 
they may depend upon the: ſame good Providence 


and Blefling for their increaſa in Wiſdom, as they 


grow in Stature, that ſo they may be in favour 
with God and man. As to Statnure, tho it is of 
much leſs conſequence; than Wiſdom, yet when 0 
outward Man anſwers the beauty of the. inward, 
renders ſuch a Perſon doubly-amiable ||]. The — 


rality of People judge according to appearance 3 fo 
that it often happens, that tho' Perſons may be ne- 
ver ſo eminent in Virtue and other laudable Quali- 


f ſcations of the Mind, yet if they have not a grace- 
ful Aſpect withal, much of their Acceptableneſs to 
1 3 is loſt. To ſupply this Defect, ſome who 


have been under the misfortune of Deformity, or a 


mean Appearance, have been reſtleſs till they have 
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in ſome degree compenſated their wan of ou 
Symetry, by ſomething extraordinary yo . 
valuable Endowments of the Mind. 3 


The Child Tejus the -/ aq * 


Not all the tranſcendent Worth of th Pest 4 


poſtle cou'd fkreen him from ſome. degree; of Con- 
- tempt, as he tells us himſelf, 2 Cor. x. 10. "his Per- 
ters, ſaid his Corinthians, are weighty and powers 
ful, * but. bis bodily Preſence weak® 


memprible. This was the Cauſe that tile ancient 


— of the Church were ſo very ſtrict in this 


Matter, leſt the majeſty of the Miſſion thou'd loſe 
by the contempt of the Perſon. But ſince this is 
not in our own Power, and we cannot, by raking 


Lat. vi. 25. thought, add one cubit to owr Stature, let us, in the 


firſt place, attend to the attainment of Wiſgom and 
Knowledge. And tho Gop gives to '@ 
ſuch a meaſure of Parts and Abilities as feemeth 
beſt to him; and it is not poſſible that every one 


from their natural Fund, can arrive at the ſame 
pitch of Ufefulneſs and Honour, as thoſe who have 


one 


more Talents, and are furniſhed out by Nature for 


a more than ordinary Proficiency in all ſorts f 
Knowledge. Yet, however, this may be the Com- 


fort of thoſe who are not ſo much befriended by 


Nature, that if they huſband their ſlender Stock, 
they ſhall not fail, through the Bleſſing of Go, Fg 
and their conſtant Care and Diligence, to attain to' 

no contemptible degrees of Knowledge, ſo as to be 


much more uſeful to the World, than thoſe who, 


tho they make a more glaring F. igure at their firſt 


ſetting out, yet, at the laſt, by Luxyry and Idle- 
(Neſs, [mmorality and Prophaneneſs, ſet in the ut- 
ſnot obſcurity. As the former gradually increaſe 


lin Wiſdom, and ſoine more and more unto @ perfect: 


day, 


And bis Speech 


. 
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gtound daily, and g worſe 
| Ther come to be defpicable' in the 
ot "commence not only uſeleſs, but 
el and Nuſances to Mankind. | 


by 85 m — DEY "igent Ho 4 active Man, whs-- 
unc s he is not tap 7 2 rat he muft-- 
e an accoun 80e Tor mi any Opportu-— 
gu 3emg- ue tothe World, fall be ſo wo 
as to [ib oven and die lamentech 
May that Go p which hath put ſuch a Price into 
hand, who are now our Saeceffors in all the 
aforementioned Advantages, gie you Hearts to make 


uſe of them, not only for the advantage that beth _ 


your ſelves and the Publick-may reap from ſuch a a 
dzmeanog, but alſo ſomething for the laſting Honour 
of that School you are now ſo happy as to be inſtru- 
ed in. And may we all do what in us lies, by 
every thing that is commendable, to make it viſible - 
to the World, that we had not our Education in 
vain in this famous Seminary ; that ſo, in after 
Times, it may be ſaid of Numbers of thoſe who 
prove Ornaments to our Country, that his and that 
Man was educated here : That when our lateſt 


Annals ſhall count, when they write up, the Wor- 
_ thies of the People, That -chis Man, and the other, 


were brought up in this City, and in this School. 
That ſo the Higheff Himſelf may eftabliſh it; and 


that as it was amoſt Pious, ſo it may continue a Pro- 


ſperous Foundation. And fince it borrows its Name 
now from this moſt famous Church, ſo it may re- 
main. for ever a | fruntfyl wy to it, 


To 
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